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When	
  you	
  go	
  on	
  a	
  long	
  trip	
  would	
  you	
  rather	
  have	
  a	
   list	
  of	
  directions	
  that	
  told	
  you	
  where	
  to	
  go	
  or	
  
would	
  you	
  rather	
  have	
  a	
  map	
  so	
   you	
  could	
  see	
  where	
  you	
  were	
  going?	
   	
  Or	
  would	
   you	
  rather	
  have	
  
both?

The	
  first	
  18	
  verses	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  of	
  John	
  are	
  like	
  a	
  map	
  where	
  John	
  shows	
  us	
  where	
  he	
  will	
  take	
  us	
  
throughout	
  the	
  letter.	
  	
  This	
  morning	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  to	
   look	
   at	
  these	
  verses	
  from	
  30,000	
  feet	
  and	
  see	
  
what	
  we	
  can	
  see.	
   	
  These	
  opening	
  verses	
  are	
  commonly	
  referred	
  to	
  by	
  theologians	
  as	
  the	
  Prologue.	
  	
  
They	
  are	
  absolutely	
  profound	
  and	
  uncharacteristic	
  among	
  the	
  other	
  gospels.	
  	
  

The Prologue As Introduction
This	
  prologue	
  serves	
  as	
  an	
  introduction,	
  or	
  even	
  a	
  table	
  of	
  contents,	
  to	
  the	
  entire	
  book	
  of	
  John.	
  John	
  
introduces	
  significant	
  words	
  and	
   themes	
  that	
  he	
  will	
  consistently	
  emphasize	
  throughout	
  the	
  letter.	
  	
  	
  
Words	
  such	
  as	
  life,	
  light,	
  witness,	
  world,	
  true	
  (i.e.	
  genuine	
  or	
  authentic),	
  truth,	
  belief,	
  and	
  glory	
  along	
  
with	
  themes	
  such	
  as,	
  

1. Jesus’	
  union	
  with	
  the	
  Father	
  (1:1;	
  8:58;	
  10:30;	
  20:28),	
  
2. Jesus	
  as	
  the	
  source	
  of	
  life	
  (1:4;	
  5:26;	
  6:33;	
  10:10;	
  11:25-­‐26;	
  14:6),	
  
3. Jesus	
  as	
  the	
  source	
  of	
  light	
  (1:4,	
  9;	
  3:19;	
  8:12;	
  12:46),	
  
4. The	
  conflict	
  between	
  light	
  and	
  darkness	
  (1:5;	
  3:19;	
  8:12;	
  12:35,	
  46),	
  
5. Belief	
  (i.e.	
  faith)	
  in	
  Jesus	
  (1:7,	
  12;	
  2:11;	
  3:16,	
  18,	
  36;	
  5:24;	
  6:69;	
  11:25;	
  14:1;	
  16:27;	
  17:21;	
  20:25),	
  
6. The	
  rejection	
  of	
  Jesus	
  (1:10,	
  11;	
  4:44;	
  7:1;	
  8:59;	
  10:31;	
  12:37-­‐40;	
  15:18),	
  
7. Divine	
  regeneration	
  or	
  new	
  birth	
  (1:13;	
  3:1-­‐7),
8. The	
  glory	
  of	
  Jesus	
  (1:14;	
  12:41;	
  17:5,	
  22,	
  24),	
  
9. Jesus	
  and	
  Moses/the	
  law	
  (1:17;	
  1:45;	
  3:14;	
  5:46;	
  6:32;	
  7:19;	
  9:29),	
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10. Jesus’	
  unique	
  &	
  supreme	
  revelation	
  of	
  the	
  Father	
  (1:18;	
  3:34;	
  6:46;	
  8:19,	
  38;	
  12:49-­‐50;	
  14:6-­‐11;	
  
17:8).1	
  

The	
  central	
  actor	
  of	
  these	
  verses	
  is	
  the	
  Word,	
  who	
  is	
  explicitly	
  named	
  as	
  the	
  person	
  of	
  Jesus.	
  	
  Jesus	
  is	
  
so	
  much	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  mere	
  man—so	
  much	
  more	
  than	
  even	
  a	
  prophet.	
  	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  one-­‐and-­‐only	
  Son	
  of	
  
God,	
  who	
  is	
  co-­‐equal	
  with	
  God.	
  	
  This	
  Jesus	
  will	
  enter	
  the	
  darkness	
  of	
  this	
  world	
  as	
  the	
  source	
  of	
  both	
  
the	
  life	
  and	
  the	
  light	
  of	
  God.	
  	
  

The	
  darkness	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  is	
  so	
  pervasive	
  that	
  many	
  will	
  not	
  understand	
  who	
  He	
  truly	
  is.	
  	
  However,	
  in	
  
the	
  end,	
  He	
  will 	
  be	
  victorious	
  over	
  the	
  darkness.	
  	
  The	
  Word	
  stands	
  in	
  the	
  line	
  of	
  the	
  prophets	
  and	
  will	
  
be	
  the	
  ultimate	
  fulfillment	
  of	
  all	
  that	
  the	
  prophets	
  have	
  spoken	
  of	
  before.	
   	
  But	
  the	
  world	
  will	
  reject	
  
Him	
  and	
  even	
  His	
  own	
  people	
  will	
  reject	
  Him.	
  	
  

However,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  some	
  from	
  the	
  world	
  who	
  will	
  receive	
  Him.	
  	
  Those	
  who	
  receive	
  Him	
  will	
  see	
  all	
  
of	
   His	
   glory,	
   experience	
   His	
   grace,	
   and	
   know	
   the	
   truth.	
   	
   He	
   is	
   the	
   highest	
   and	
   most	
   complete	
  
revelation	
  of	
  God’s	
  nature	
  and	
  	
  when	
  His	
  days	
  are	
  fulfilled,	
  He	
  will	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  Father.

What is the Heartbeat of the Prologue?
But,	
  what	
  is	
  the	
  heartbeat	
  of	
  these	
  18	
  verses?	
   	
  What	
   is	
  the	
  heartbeat	
  of	
  this	
  prologue?	
   	
  What	
   is	
  the	
  
dominate	
  idea	
  that	
  should	
  always	
  remain	
  in	
  the	
  front	
  of	
  our	
  minds?	
  	
  What	
  is	
  the	
  central	
  truth	
  that	
  we	
  
should	
  never	
  forget?	
  

Is	
  it	
  verse	
  one	
  that	
  the	
  Word	
  was	
  with	
  God	
  and	
  the	
  Word	
  also	
  was	
  God?	
  	
  The	
  deity	
  of	
  Jesus	
  is	
  certainly	
  
infinitely	
   important.	
   	
   Is	
  it	
   verse	
  two,	
  which	
  tells	
  us	
  that	
  Jesus	
  is	
  life	
   and	
   light?	
   	
  We	
  would	
  be	
  wise	
  
never	
  to	
   forget	
  this.	
  	
   Is	
  it	
  verse	
  14,	
  that	
  the	
  Word	
  became	
  flesh	
  and	
  dwelt	
  among	
  us?	
  	
  This	
  is	
  a	
   truly	
  
glorious	
  truth	
  that	
  we	
  should	
  treasure,	
  but	
  is	
  this	
  the	
  heartbeat	
  of	
  the	
  these	
  18	
  verses?

Why	
  is	
  it	
   important	
  that	
  Jesus	
  is	
  God?	
   	
  Why	
  do	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  that	
  He	
  is	
  life	
  and	
   light?	
   	
  For	
  what	
  
reason	
  did	
   the	
  Word,	
  Jesus,	
  become	
  flesh	
  and	
  dwell	
  among	
  us?	
   	
  Why	
  did	
   any	
  of	
  these	
  events	
  take	
  
place?	
  	
  We	
  might	
  get	
  some	
  help	
   in	
  answering	
  these	
  questions	
  if	
  we	
  pull	
  out	
  a	
   literary	
  tool	
  from	
  our	
  
grammatical	
  toolbox.

The	
  Structure	
  of	
  the	
  Prologue
Scholars2	
  have	
  noted	
  a	
   chaistic	
  progression	
  of	
  thought	
  in	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
   these	
  verses.	
   	
  Chi	
   is	
   the	
  
twenty-­‐second	
   letter	
  in	
  the	
  Greek	
  alphabet	
  and	
   is	
  shaped	
   like	
  an	
  X.	
   	
   Chiasm	
   is	
  a	
   literary	
   structure	
  
used	
  in	
  ancient	
  literature,	
  in	
  epic	
  poetry,	
  and	
  utilized	
  frequently	
   in	
  the	
  Bible.	
   	
  It	
  was	
  used	
  by	
  Homer	
  
(who	
   lived	
  c.	
  8th	
  century	
  B.C.)	
   in	
   the	
   Iliad	
  and	
  the	
  Odyssey.	
   	
  And	
  we	
  also	
   find	
  this	
  structure	
   in	
  the	
  
Anglo-­‐Saxon	
  epic,	
  Beowulf	
  (c.	
  10th	
  century	
  A.D.).

Chiasm	
   follows	
  a	
  progression	
  of	
  thought	
   in	
  which	
  the	
  symmetrical	
  alignment	
  of	
  the	
  content	
  allows	
  
the	
  main	
   point	
  of	
  the	
  section	
   to	
   be	
  easily	
   identified.	
   	
   This	
   structure	
   is	
  much	
  more	
  easily	
   noted	
   in	
  
Greek	
  than	
  in	
  English.3	
   	
  “Within	
  chiasms	
  it	
  is	
  generally	
  the	
  central	
  paragraph	
  that	
  contains	
  the	
  most	
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significant	
  statement.”4 	
   	
   It	
   is	
   like	
  the	
  negative	
   image	
  of	
   an	
  arrow,	
  where	
   the	
  point	
  of	
   the	
  arrow	
  
directs	
  our	
   attention	
   to	
   the	
  most	
   important	
   idea.	
   	
   If	
  we	
   apply	
   this	
   literary	
   technology	
   to	
   John’s	
  
prologue,	
  we	
  discover	
  some	
  interesting	
  observations.	
  	
  

A	
  	
  1	
  In	
  the	
  beginning	
  was	
  the	
  Word,	
  and	
  the	
  Word	
  was	
  with	
  God,	
  and	
  the	
  Word	
  was	
  God.	
  2	
  He	
  was	
  in	
  
the	
  beginning	
  with	
  God.	
  3	
  All	
  things	
  were	
  made	
  through	
  him,	
  and	
  without	
  him	
  was	
  not	
  any	
  thing	
  
made	
  that	
  was	
  made.	
  4	
  In	
  him	
  was	
  life,	
  and	
  the	
  life	
  was	
  the	
  light	
  of	
  men.	
  5	
  The	
  light	
  shines	
  in	
  the	
  
darkness,	
  and	
  the	
  darkness	
  has	
  not	
  overcome	
  it.	
  

B	
   	
  6	
  There	
  was	
  a	
  man	
  sent	
  from	
  God,	
  whose	
  name	
  was	
  John.	
  7	
  He	
  came	
  as	
  a	
  witness,	
  
to	
  bear	
  witness	
  about	
  the	
  light,	
  that	
  all	
  might	
  believe	
  through	
  him.	
  8	
  He	
  was	
  not	
  
the	
  light,	
  but	
  came	
  to	
  bear	
  witness	
  about	
  the	
  light.	
  

C	
   	
   9	
  The	
  true	
  light,	
  which	
   enlightens	
  everyone,	
  was	
  coming	
  into	
  the	
  
world.	
   10	
  He	
  was	
  in	
   the	
  world,	
  and	
  the	
  world	
  was	
  made	
  through	
  
him,	
  yet	
   the	
  world	
  did	
  not	
  know	
   him.	
  11	
  He	
  came	
  to	
  his	
  own,	
  and	
  
his	
  own	
  people	
  did	
  not	
  receive	
  him.	
  

D	
  	
  12	
  But	
  to	
  all	
  who	
  did	
  receive	
  him,	
  who	
  believed	
  in	
  his	
  
name,	
   he	
   gave	
   the	
   right	
   to	
   become	
   children	
   of	
  
God,	
  

D1	
   	
   13	
  who	
  were	
  born,	
  not	
  of	
  blood	
  nor	
  of	
   the	
  will	
  of	
  
the	
  flesh	
  nor	
  of	
  the	
  will	
  of	
  man,	
  but	
  of	
  God.	
  

C1	
   	
   14	
  And	
  the	
  Word	
  became	
  flesh	
  and	
  dwelt	
  among	
  us,	
  and	
  we	
  have	
  
seen	
   his	
   glory,	
   glory	
   as	
   of	
   the	
  only	
   Son	
   from	
   the	
  Father,	
   full 	
  of	
  
grace	
  and	
  truth.	
  

B1	
   	
   15	
  (John	
  bore	
  witness	
  about	
  him,	
  and	
  cried	
  out,	
  “This	
  was	
  he	
  of	
  whom	
  I	
  said,	
  ‘He	
  
who	
  comes	
  after	
  me	
  ranks	
  before	
  me,	
  because	
  he	
  was	
  before	
  me.’	
  ”)	
  

A1	
  	
   16	
  And	
  from	
  his	
  fullness	
  we	
  have	
  all	
  received,	
  grace	
  upon	
  grace.	
  17	
  For	
  the	
  law	
  was	
  given	
  through	
  
Moses;	
  grace	
  and	
   truth	
   came	
  through	
  Jesus	
  Christ.	
   18	
  No	
  one	
  has	
  ever	
  seen	
  God;	
  the	
  only	
  God,	
  
who	
  is	
  at	
  the	
  Father’s	
  side,	
  he	
  has	
  made	
  him	
  known.	
  

There	
  is	
  a	
  progression	
  of	
  thought,	
  so	
  lets	
  follow	
  it.

Paragraph A (vs. 1-5) Corresponds to A1 (vs.16-18)  
In	
  both	
  of	
  these	
  paragraphs	
  God	
  and	
  the	
  Word	
  are	
  pictured	
  as	
  being	
  together.	
   	
  In	
  paragraph	
  A	
  the	
  
Word	
  is	
  explained	
  to	
  be	
  God	
  and	
  in	
  A1	
  explicitly	
  named	
  as	
  Jesus.	
  	
  In	
  	
  A	
  Jesus	
  is	
  pictured	
  as	
  “the	
  light”	
  
and	
  in	
  A1	
  He	
  has	
  entered	
  the	
  darkness	
  and	
  made	
  the	
  Father	
  known.	
  	
  

John	
  opens	
  the	
  prologue	
  by	
  locating	
  the	
  Word	
  “with”	
  God	
  and	
  similarly	
  he	
  closes	
  the	
  prologue	
  with	
  
Jesus	
  “at	
   the	
  Fathers’s	
  side”	
  evidently	
  having	
  finished	
  His	
  work	
  and	
  having	
  brought	
  to	
  light	
  all	
  that	
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needed	
   to	
   be	
   seen.	
   	
  Moses	
  and	
  the	
   law	
   revealed	
   (i.e.	
   brought	
   to	
   light)	
   much	
   about	
  God	
   and	
  His	
  
character,	
  but	
  Jesus	
  has	
  revealed	
  (i.e.	
  brought	
  to	
  light)	
  so	
  much	
  more	
  of	
  the	
  Father’s	
  character	
  than	
  
Moses	
  ever	
  did.	
   	
  Jesus	
  is	
  a	
  far	
  more	
  superior	
  revelation	
  of	
  God	
  and	
  His	
  character	
  than	
  Moses	
  or	
  the	
  
law	
  ever	
  was.	
  	
  Jesus	
  has	
  surpassed	
  the	
  law	
  in	
  revealing	
  God	
  the	
  Father.	
  	
  Moses	
  probably	
  saw	
  more	
  of	
  
God’s	
  glory	
  than	
  any	
  other	
  human	
  but	
  even	
  he	
  could	
  not	
  see	
  the	
  undimmed	
  brilliance	
  of	
  the	
  fullness	
  
of	
  God’s	
  face	
  (Ex	
  33:11,	
  20).	
   	
  But	
  Jesus	
  was	
  more	
  than	
  just	
  a	
  man.	
  	
  Verse	
  18	
  calls	
  Jesus	
  the	
  only	
  God	
  
who	
   is	
  at	
  the	
  Father’s	
  side,	
   therefore	
   Jesus	
  has	
  made	
  known	
  the	
  Father	
   in	
  ways	
  that	
  Moses	
  could	
  
never	
  do.

Paragraph B (vs. 6-8) Corresponds to B1 (v.15) 
Last	
   week	
   we	
  covered	
   the	
  first	
   five	
  verses	
   and	
   today	
  we	
  begin	
   with	
   the	
  next	
  paragraph,	
  vs.	
  6-­‐8,	
  
which	
  focus’	
  on	
  John.	
   	
  Paragraph	
  B	
   (vs.	
  6-­‐8)	
  corresponds	
  to	
  B1	
  (v.15).	
  John	
  the	
  baptist	
   is	
  the	
  central	
  
character	
  who	
  serves	
  as	
  a	
  witness	
  of	
  the	
  “true	
  light,”	
  (i.e.	
  Jesus)	
  and	
  His	
  superiority	
  over	
  all	
  things,	
  
including	
  John	
  himself.	
  	
  If	
  vs.	
  6-­‐8	
  introduce	
  John,	
  vs.	
  15	
  elaborates	
  on	
  the	
  content	
  of	
  John’s	
  message.	
  	
  

Seeing	
  the	
  chiasm	
  in	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  these	
  verses	
  helps	
  us	
  avoid	
  the	
  wrong	
  conclusion	
  that	
  verse	
  15	
  
is	
   an	
  abrupt	
   reintroduction	
   of	
  John	
   in	
  order	
   to	
   list	
   again	
   some	
   fact	
   that	
  he	
  forgot	
   to	
   mention	
   in	
  
verses	
  6-­‐8.	
   	
  Verse	
  15	
   is	
  intentionally	
  placed	
  and	
  is	
   intended	
  to	
  amplify	
  the	
  superiority	
  of	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  
Jesus	
  and	
  the	
  subservient	
  role	
  of	
  John.

John	
  lists	
  several	
  facts	
  about	
  this	
  John.

1. The	
  John	
  named	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  John	
  who	
  is	
  the	
  author	
  of	
  this	
  gospel	
  (v.6).	
  	
  John,	
  the	
  author	
  of	
  the	
  
gospel,	
  is	
  never	
  named,	
  but	
   is	
  simply	
   referred	
   to	
  obliquely	
   as	
  “the	
  disciple	
  whom	
  Jesus	
  loved.”	
  	
  
Verse	
  15	
   tells	
  us	
  that	
  John,	
  “cried	
  out,	
  ‘This	
  was	
  he	
  of	
  whom	
  I	
  said,	
  ‘He	
  who	
  comes	
  after	
  me	
  ranks	
  
before	
  me,	
  because	
  he	
  was	
  before	
  me’’”	
  (Jn	
  1:15).	
   	
  The	
  John	
  who	
  said	
  this	
  was	
  the	
  John	
  who	
  was	
  
baptizing	
  (Jn	
  1:25)	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  Jordan	
  River	
  (Jn	
  1:28).	
  	
  He	
  is	
  a	
  different	
  John	
  than	
  the	
  author.

2. John	
  was	
  sent	
  by	
  God	
  (vs.6).	
  John	
  stood	
  in	
  the	
  long	
  line	
  of	
  the	
  Old	
  Testament	
  prophets.	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  
John	
  was	
  the	
   last	
   of	
   the	
   prophets	
   (Mt	
   11:13;	
  Lk	
   16:16).	
   	
   The	
   people	
  understood	
   John	
   to	
   be	
  a	
  
prophet	
  and	
  so	
  did	
  Jesus	
  (Mt	
  21:26,	
  cf.	
  Mt	
  11:7-­‐9).	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  Jesus	
  said	
  that	
  John	
  was	
  the	
  fulfillment	
  
of	
  Malachi’s	
  prophecy	
   that	
  Elijah	
  would	
   go	
  before	
  Messiah	
   and	
  prepare	
  the	
  way	
  (Mt	
  11:14;	
  Mal	
  
3:1;	
  4:5-­‐6).	
   	
  Luke	
  clarified	
  that	
  what	
  Jesus	
  meant	
  was	
  that	
  John	
  would	
  minister	
  “in	
  the	
  spirit	
  and	
  
power	
  of	
  Elijah”	
  (Lk	
  1:17).

3. His	
  primary	
  role	
  was	
  to	
  bear	
  witness	
  to	
  the	
  light	
  (v.6).	
  	
  “Witness”	
  is	
  a	
  word	
  we	
  will	
  see	
  often	
  	
  in	
  
this	
  gospel	
  and	
  carries	
  the	
  primary	
  idea	
  of	
  being	
  an	
  eye-­‐witness	
  who	
  testifies	
  (i.e.	
  speaks)	
  about	
  
what	
  has	
  been	
  seen.	
  	
  

John	
  bore	
  witness	
  to	
  who	
  Jesus	
  was.	
  	
  We	
  never	
  consider	
  someone’s	
  own	
  account	
  of	
  themselves	
  
without	
  their	
  claims	
  are	
  confirmed	
  by	
   someone	
  else.	
   	
  Remember	
   the	
  Old	
  Testament	
  injunction	
  
that	
   a	
   testimony	
  was	
  valid	
   only	
   if	
   it	
   could	
   be	
   established	
  by	
   two	
   or	
  more	
  witnesses?	
   (Dt	
   17:6;	
  
19:15;	
  Mt	
   18:16;	
   cf.	
   Jn	
   5:31;	
  8:13-­‐14).	
   	
   John	
   was	
   specifically	
   sent	
   by	
   God	
   to	
   speak	
   of	
   Jesus,	
   to	
  
proclaim	
  what	
  he	
  had	
  seen	
  and	
  heard,	
  and	
  to	
  proclaim	
  Him	
  as	
  Messiah.

4. Faith	
   is	
   introduced	
   (vs.	
   7).	
   The	
   word	
   believe	
   (πιστεύω,	
   pisteuō,)	
   is	
   mentioned	
   almost	
   one	
  
hundred	
   times	
  in	
  this	
  gospel	
  which	
   is	
  about	
  three	
  times	
  as	
  many	
  as	
  in	
   the	
  other	
  gospels.5	
   	
  This	
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belief	
  is	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  trust	
  and	
  confidence	
  in	
  God	
  that	
  pleases	
  Him.	
  	
  This	
  belief	
  is	
  what	
  pleased	
  God	
  
about	
  Abraham	
  (see	
  Gn	
  15:6).

John’s	
   role	
   as	
   “witness”	
  was	
   to	
   prepare	
   the	
   hearts	
  of	
   the	
  people	
   to	
   believe	
   in	
   Jesus.	
   	
   John	
  
pointed	
   people	
   to	
   Jesus	
   because	
   God	
   had	
   appointed	
   Jesus	
   as	
   the	
   only	
   means	
   of	
   salvation,	
  
therefore,	
  all	
  who	
  would	
  be	
  saved,	
  would	
  be	
  saved	
  through	
  faith	
  in	
  Him.	
  	
  

5. He	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  light	
  (v.8).	
  	
  That	
  means	
  that	
  John	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  messiah.	
  	
  The	
  author	
  is	
  clear	
  about	
  
this	
  and	
   so	
   is	
  John	
  the	
  baptizer.	
   	
  We	
  will	
  discover	
   this	
   as	
  we	
  move	
  forward	
  through	
   the	
  text.	
  	
  
John	
  did	
  	
  not	
  claim	
  any	
  significance	
  for	
  himself.	
  	
  He	
  knew	
  who	
  he	
  was	
  not.	
  	
  

6. John	
  was	
   subordinate	
   to	
   Jesus	
   (vs.	
   15).	
   	
   The	
  mention	
   of	
   John	
   again	
   in	
   verse	
   15	
   gives	
  us	
  the	
  
content	
  of	
   John’s	
  message.	
   	
  John	
  says,	
  “He	
   who	
  comes	
   after	
  me	
   ranks	
   before	
   me,	
  because	
  was	
  
before	
   me.”	
   	
   John	
   both	
   began	
   his	
   public	
  ministry	
   before	
   Jesus	
   (Lk	
   3:1-­‐20)	
   and	
   was	
  born	
   six	
  
months	
  earlier	
  than	
  Jesus	
  (Lk	
  1:24,	
  26).	
  	
  In	
  the	
  Old	
  Testament	
  (generally,	
  though	
  not	
  in	
  all 	
  cases)	
  
and	
   in	
  middle	
  eastern,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  many	
  other	
  cultures,	
  rank	
  and	
  honor	
  are	
  based	
  upon	
  age.	
   	
  The	
  
older	
  in	
  the	
  family	
  were	
  more	
  highly	
  honored	
  than	
  the	
  younger	
  in	
  the	
  family.	
  This	
  is	
  especially	
  the	
  
case	
  with	
  the	
  firstborn.	
  	
  

We	
  see	
  this	
   today	
   in	
   the	
  workplace.	
   	
  Seniority	
   is	
  based	
   upon	
   length	
  of	
   service.	
   	
  So	
   those	
  who	
  
have	
   served	
   longer	
   are	
   given	
   preference.	
   	
   There	
   is	
   good	
   reason	
   for	
   this—they	
   have	
  greater	
  
experience	
  and	
   perhaps	
  wisdom	
  as	
   it	
   relates	
   to	
   the	
   job.	
   	
   So	
   both	
   John	
   the	
   baptizer	
   and	
   the	
  
author,	
  John	
  the	
  Evangelist,	
  clearly	
  explain	
  that	
  Jesus	
  was	
  “before”	
  John.	
  	
  The	
  ministry	
  of	
  Jesus	
  
began	
  before	
  John	
  since	
  Jesus’	
  work	
  began	
  at	
   creation.	
   	
  And	
  of	
  course	
  the	
   life	
  of	
  Jesus	
  began	
  
before	
  John’s	
  since	
  Jesus	
  existed	
  before	
  the	
  existence	
  of	
  time	
  itself.	
   	
   Jesus	
  is	
  preeminent	
  over	
  
John.

Paragraph C (vs.9-11) Corresponds to C1 (vs. 14)
In	
  these	
  paragraphs,	
  the	
  main	
  idea	
   is	
  the	
  incarnation	
  of	
  Jesus	
  and	
   the	
  world’s	
  response	
  to	
  Him.	
   	
  In	
  
verses	
  9-­‐10	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  failed	
  to	
  see	
  Him	
  for	
  whom	
  He	
  truly	
  was,	
  however	
  ,	
  in	
  verse	
  14,	
  
some,	
  the	
  minority,	
  indeed	
  have	
  seen	
  His	
  true	
  glory.
Now	
  we	
  move	
  forward	
  into	
  verses	
  9-­‐11.	
  	
  John	
  continues	
  the	
  theme	
  of	
  the	
  light,	
  but	
  he	
  advances	
  the	
  
idea	
  by	
  saying	
  that	
  the	
  Word	
  is	
  the	
  “true	
  light.”

1. The	
  True	
  light	
  coming	
  into	
  the	
  world	
  (v.9).	
  	
  The	
  Word,	
  who	
  is	
  the	
  true	
  light,	
  was	
  coming	
  into	
  the	
  
world	
   (kosmos,	
  κόσμος	
  -­‐	
  used	
  78	
  times	
   in	
   this	
  gospel6).	
   	
   The	
  true	
   light	
   is	
   implicitly	
  contrasted	
  
over	
   against	
   all	
   other	
   false	
   lights	
  and	
   pretenders.	
   	
   There	
  have	
   been	
   and	
   always	
  will	
   be	
   false	
  
saviors.	
  	
  Jesus	
  is	
  the	
  genuine	
  light,	
  the	
  authentic	
  light.	
  	
  

2. Enlightens	
  everyone	
  (v.9).	
  	
  This	
  does	
  not	
  refer	
  to	
  a	
  universal	
  salvific	
  enlightenment,	
  	
  because	
  the	
  
very	
  next	
  verse,	
  v.10,	
  explains	
  that	
  the	
  world	
  that	
  He	
  made	
  didn’t	
  know	
  Him.	
   	
  He	
  even	
  went	
  to	
  
His	
  own	
  people,	
  the	
  Jews,	
  and	
  they	
  rejected	
  Him	
  (v.11).	
  	
  

“Enlightens	
  everyone”	
  most	
   likely	
  means	
   that	
   Jesus	
   is	
   the	
  savior	
   of	
  people	
   from	
  all 	
  over	
   the	
  
globe,	
   stretching	
  beyond	
  the	
  boundaries	
  of	
  ethnic	
   Jews.	
   	
  He	
  enlightens	
  everyone	
  not	
   just	
  the	
  
Jews.	
  He	
  enlightens	
  everyone,	
  that	
  is,	
  who	
  receives	
  Him.	
  	
   	
  For	
  example,	
  if	
  I	
  say,	
  “This	
  flash	
  light	
  
will	
   enlighten	
   the	
  path	
   of	
  everyone,”	
   it	
   is	
   obvious	
   that	
   what	
   I	
  mean	
   applies	
  only	
   those	
   who	
  
actually	
  pick	
  up	
  the	
  flashlight	
  and	
  use	
  it.
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3. The	
  Word	
  became	
  flesh	
  (v.14).	
  	
  In	
  verse	
  14	
  John	
  picks	
  up	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  the	
  “true	
  light	
  coming	
  into	
  
the	
  world”	
  by	
  explaining	
  how	
  that	
  happened	
  and	
  what	
  that	
  looked	
  like.	
  	
  The	
  true	
  light	
  came	
  into	
  
the	
  world	
  by	
  becoming	
  flesh	
  and	
  dwelling	
  among	
  us.	
  	
  The	
  preexistent	
  Word,	
  who	
  is	
  God,	
  entered	
  
the	
  world	
  (i.e.	
  kosmos)	
  by	
  becoming	
  human	
  and	
  living	
  with	
  us.	
  

He	
   dwelt	
   among	
   us	
   (v.14).	
   The	
   Greek	
   verb	
   σκηνόω	
   (skēnoō),	
   commonly	
   translated	
   “dwelt,”	
  
literally	
  means	
  “to	
  pitch	
  one’s	
  tent”7	
  as	
  in	
  a	
  “temporary	
  dwelling”	
  like	
  the	
  tabernacle.8	
  	
  This	
  term	
  
would	
  have	
  called	
  to	
  mind	
   the	
  Old	
   Testament	
   tabernacle	
  which	
  God	
   instructed	
  Moses	
  and	
  the	
  
people	
  of	
  Israel	
  to	
  build	
  while	
  in	
  the	
  wilderness.	
  	
  

In	
  Exodus	
  25:8,	
  God	
  said,	
  “Let	
  them	
  make	
  me	
  a	
  sanctuary,	
  that	
  I	
  may	
  dwell 	
  in	
  their	
  midst.”	
  	
  Moses	
  
called	
  this	
  tabernacle	
  “the	
  tent	
  of	
  meeting”	
  (Ex	
  33:7)	
  because	
  it	
  was	
  the	
  place	
  in	
  which	
  He	
  met	
  
with	
  God.	
  	
  The	
  translators	
  of	
  the	
  Septuagint	
  (Greek	
  translation	
  of	
  the	
  Old	
  Testament	
  dating	
  back	
  
to	
  the	
  third	
  century	
  B.C.)	
  referred	
  to	
  the	
  tabernacle	
  as	
  the	
  “tent	
  of	
  witness.”9	
  

The	
  point	
  of	
  John	
  is	
  clear.	
  	
  The	
  coming	
  of	
  the	
  Word	
  into	
  the	
  world	
  is	
  far	
  more	
  wonderful	
  than	
  the	
  
Old	
  Testament	
  tabernacle.	
   	
  Through	
  Jesus	
  God	
  Himself	
  has	
  come	
  into	
  the	
  world	
   in	
  an	
  infinitely	
  
more	
  personal	
  way	
  than	
  through	
  the	
  tabernacle.	
  	
  God	
  Himself	
  has	
  come	
  to	
  live	
  among	
  His	
  people	
  
in	
  the	
  person	
  of	
  Jesus.	
  	
  

4. Glory	
  as	
  of	
  the	
  only	
  Son	
  (v.14).	
  	
  John	
  indicates	
  that	
  His	
  glory	
  is	
  a	
  unique	
  glory.	
  	
  The	
  glory	
  of	
  Jesus	
  
which	
  they	
  witnessed	
  was	
  like	
  the	
  glory	
  that	
  comes	
  from	
  the	
  one-­‐and-­‐only	
  Son	
  from	
  the	
  Father.	
  	
  
The	
  unique	
  Son	
  has	
  been	
  endowed	
  with	
  a	
  unique	
  glory	
  placed	
  upon	
  Him	
  by	
  the	
  Father.	
  	
  

Again	
  this	
  “glorious”	
  terminology	
  takes	
  us	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  Old	
  Testament.	
  	
  In	
  Exodus	
  40:34	
  when	
  the	
  
tabernacle	
  was	
  dedicated,	
  the	
  glory	
  of	
  God	
  filled	
  the	
  tabernacle	
  and	
  shined	
  so	
   intensely	
  bright	
  
that	
  Moses	
  was	
  unable	
  to	
   even	
  enter	
   the	
  tent	
  (Ex	
  40:35).	
   	
   The	
  singular	
  glory	
  of	
  God	
   that	
  had	
  
been	
   manifested	
   as	
  a	
   result	
  of	
  God’s	
  presence	
   in	
   the	
  Old	
   Testament	
  was	
  now	
   resident	
   upon	
  
Jesus	
  who	
   was	
   the	
  physical	
   representation	
   of	
   the	
   fullness	
   of	
  God	
   Himself	
   (full	
   of	
   grace	
   and	
  
truth).

This	
  is	
  wonderfully	
  glorious	
  and	
  yet	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time	
  tragically	
  sad	
  because	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  Jews	
  ,	
  
who	
  were	
  His	
  own	
  people,	
  rejected	
  Him	
   and	
   did	
  not	
   receive	
  Him	
  (v.11).	
   	
   However,	
   there	
  were	
  
some	
  who	
  saw	
  His	
  glory.	
  	
  There	
  were	
  some	
  who	
  saw	
  the	
  “true	
  light”	
  for	
  the	
  truly	
  glorious	
  Savior	
  
that	
  He	
  is.	
  	
  Who	
  were	
  these	
  people?	
  	
  What	
  must	
  one	
  do	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  glory	
  of	
  God?	
  	
  This	
  leads	
  us	
  to	
  
verses	
  12-­‐13	
  and	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  the	
  prologue.

Paragraph D (v.12) Corresponds to D1 (v.13)
This	
   leaves	
  the	
  D	
   paragraphs	
   (vs.	
   12-­‐13)	
   as	
   the	
  center	
   of	
   the	
  chiasm10,	
   or	
   the	
  “pivot	
  on	
  which	
  the	
  
chiasm	
  turns,	
  the	
  centre	
  of	
  attention.”11 	
   	
  If	
  this	
  structure	
  is	
  indeed	
  what	
  John	
  intended,	
  then	
  these	
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two	
  verses	
  are	
  the	
  heartbeat	
  of	
  the	
  prologue.	
  	
  The	
  crux	
  of	
  the	
  issue	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  world	
  is	
  made	
  up	
  of	
  
people	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  the	
  children	
  God.	
  	
  The	
  reason	
  the	
  Word	
  became	
  flesh	
  was	
  to	
  solve	
  this	
  problem.	
  	
  
Jesus	
  	
   took	
  on	
  human	
  flesh	
  so	
  that	
  people	
  might	
  become	
   children	
  of	
  God	
  by	
  believing	
   in	
  Him.12 	
   	
   	
   If	
  
there	
  is	
  a	
  need	
  to	
  become	
  children	
  of	
  God,	
  then	
  that	
  means	
  that	
  the	
  natural	
  condition	
  of	
  all	
  humanity	
  
is	
  not	
  His	
  children.

Jesus	
  became	
  flesh	
  and	
  entered	
  this	
  world	
  as	
  life	
  and	
  light	
  so	
  that	
  those	
  who	
  were	
  dead	
  to	
  God	
  and	
  
blind	
  to	
  the	
  glory	
  of	
  God	
  might	
  live	
  to	
  God	
  and	
  see	
  the	
  glorious	
  truth	
  of	
  who	
  He	
  really	
  is.	
  	
  The	
  great	
  
glory	
   of	
   the	
   incarnation	
   was	
   necessitated	
   by	
   the	
   fact	
   that	
   humanity	
   is	
   separated	
   from	
  God.	
   	
   He	
  
created	
  the	
  world	
  but	
  the	
  world	
  does	
  not	
  know	
  Him	
  and	
  so	
  Jesus	
  came	
  to	
  reveal	
  God	
  to	
  the	
  world	
  so	
  
that	
  orphaned	
  souls	
  might	
  have	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  become	
  His	
  children.	
  

1. All	
  who	
  receive	
  the	
  true	
  light	
  (v.12).	
   	
  Jesus,	
   the	
  true	
  light,	
  came	
  to	
  His	
  own	
  people	
  but	
  by	
  and	
  
large	
  they	
  did	
  not	
  receive	
  Him.	
   	
  A	
  small 	
  number	
  did	
  receive	
  Him,	
  but	
  most	
  rejected	
  Him.	
   	
   Luke	
  
tells	
  us	
  that	
  after	
  Jesus’	
  ascension	
  into	
  heaven	
  only	
  120	
  (including	
  Jesus’	
  family	
  and	
  the	
  Twelve)	
  
were	
  willing	
  to	
  gather	
  in	
  His	
  name	
  publicly	
  (Acts	
  1:14-­‐15).	
  	
  	
  But,	
  and	
  here	
  is	
  the	
  turning	
  point	
  of	
  the	
  
chiasm,	
  all	
  who	
  did	
  receive	
  Him,	
  who	
  believed	
  in	
  His	
  name,	
  to	
  them	
  He	
  gave	
   the	
   right	
  to	
  become	
  
the	
  children	
  of	
  God.	
  	
  There	
  were	
  more	
  than	
  just	
  Jews	
  who	
  received	
  him.	
  	
  Some	
  Jews	
  did	
  receive	
  
Him,	
   but	
   only	
   a	
   few,	
   but	
   all—no	
   matter	
   where	
   they	
   were	
   from	
   or	
   who	
   they	
   were—all	
   who	
  
received	
   the	
  true	
  light	
  were	
  granted	
   the	
  right	
  to	
  become	
  the	
  children	
  of	
  God.	
   	
  Jesus	
  is	
  a	
  Savior	
  
for	
  all	
  kinds	
  of	
  people,	
  not	
  just	
  the	
  Jews.

2. Receiving	
  Him	
  is	
  believing	
  in	
  His	
  name	
  (v.12).	
  	
  What	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  to	
  receive	
  Him?	
  	
  Receiving	
  Him	
  
means	
  believing	
  in	
  His	
  name.	
  	
  Receiving	
  Jesus	
  means	
  believing	
  that	
  He	
  is	
  all 	
  whom	
  He	
  claimed	
  to	
  
be.	
   	
  Believing	
  in	
  Him	
  means	
  you	
   accept	
   that	
  He	
  told	
   the	
   truth	
   about	
  being	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God.	
  It	
  
means	
  putting	
  your	
   faith	
   in	
   Him.	
   	
  Believing	
   in	
  His	
   name	
   means	
  you	
   trust	
   in	
  all 	
  of	
  who	
   He	
   is—
Savior,	
  Son,	
  and	
   long	
  awaited	
  messiah.	
  	
  His	
  name	
  carries	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  authority	
  which	
  was	
  given	
  to	
  
Him	
  by	
   the	
   Father.	
   	
   Believing	
   in	
   Him	
  means	
   entrusting	
   the	
  safety	
  of	
  your	
   soul	
  into	
   His	
  hands.	
  	
  
Believing	
   in	
  Him	
  means	
  you	
  accept	
  that	
  He	
  paid	
  the	
  debt	
  for	
  your	
  sins.	
   	
  Believing	
  in	
  Him	
  means	
  
you	
  receive	
  into	
  your	
  soul	
  the	
  life	
  that	
  He	
  gives.

3. Belief	
  and	
  life.	
  	
  These	
  two	
  verses	
  express	
  the	
  very	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  entire	
  book.	
  	
  Remember	
  John	
  
20:31	
  These	
  things	
   are	
  written	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  believe	
  that	
  Jesus	
  is	
   the	
  Christ,	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God,	
  and	
  
that	
  by	
  believing	
  you	
  may	
  have	
  life	
  in	
  his	
  name.	
  	
  

This	
  is	
  the	
  greatest	
  need	
  of	
  humanity—to	
  have	
  life.	
  That	
  life	
  only	
  comes	
  by	
  believing	
  in	
  His	
  name.	
  	
  
This	
  is	
  why	
   the	
  Word	
  became	
  flesh.	
   	
  This	
  is	
  why	
  the	
  Father	
  sent	
  the	
  Son	
  into	
   the	
  world.	
   	
  This	
  is	
  
why	
  Jesus	
  died,	
  so	
  that	
  by	
  believing	
  in	
  Him	
  we	
  might	
  have	
  life!!!	
  	
   Jesus	
  came	
  to	
  give	
  life.	
   	
  Life	
  is	
  
what	
   those	
  who	
   are	
  dead	
   in	
   trespasses	
   and	
   sins	
  most	
   need.	
   The	
   greatest	
  problem	
   is	
   that	
   not	
  
everyone	
  has	
  this	
  life.	
  

4. Not	
  all	
  people	
  are	
  the	
  children	
  of	
  God	
  (v.12).	
  The	
  only	
  ones	
  who	
  become	
   the	
  children	
  of	
  God	
  are	
  
those	
  who	
   believe	
   in	
   the	
   name	
  of	
  Jesus.	
   	
   The	
   only	
   people	
   who	
   receive	
   the	
   right	
   to	
  become	
   the	
  
children	
  of	
  God	
  are	
  the	
  ones	
  who	
  believe	
  in	
  His	
  name	
  (i.e.	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  Jesus).	
  	
  If	
  you	
  do	
  not	
  believe	
  
in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  Jesus	
  then	
  you	
  have	
  no	
  right	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  child	
  of	
  God.

We	
  have	
  to	
  get	
  our	
  heads	
  around	
  this.	
  	
  We	
  must	
  understand	
  that	
  the	
  not	
  every	
  human	
  being	
  is	
  a	
  
child	
  of	
  God.	
  	
  People	
  often	
  use	
  this	
  language	
  saying,	
  “We’re	
  all	
  God’s	
  children.”	
  	
  What	
  they	
  mean	
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is	
  we	
  are	
  all	
  God’s	
  creation	
  and	
  that	
  is	
  true.	
  	
  However,	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  true	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  all	
  God’s	
  children	
  
in	
  the	
  sense	
  that	
  John	
   is	
  talking	
  about.	
  	
  Remember	
  that	
  Jesus	
  said	
  to	
  the	
  Pharisees,	
  “You	
  are	
  of	
  
your	
  father	
  the	
  devil”	
  (Jn	
  8:44).	
  

We	
   pass	
  people	
   every	
   day	
  who	
  are	
  wonderful,	
   intelligent,	
  creative,	
   and	
  beautiful	
  creations	
  of	
  
God	
   who	
   are	
   not	
   God’s	
  children;	
  who	
   are	
   not	
   in	
   relationship	
   with	
   Him	
   because	
   they	
   are	
   not	
  
believed	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  Jesus.	
  	
  The	
  only	
  ones	
  who	
  have	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  become	
  the	
  children	
  of	
  God,	
  
are	
  those	
  who	
  believe	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  Jesus.	
  	
  What	
  happens	
  when	
  you	
  believe	
  in	
  Jesus?	
   	
  You	
  are	
  
born	
  again.	
  

5. New	
  Birth	
  (v.13).	
  	
  How	
  do	
  we	
  become	
  children	
  of	
  God?	
  	
  It	
  happens	
  through	
  new	
  birth.	
  How	
  does	
  
new	
   birth	
   happen?	
   	
   John	
   first	
   states	
   three	
  ways	
   it	
   does	
  not	
   happen	
   and	
   then	
   concludes	
  by	
  
describing	
  the	
  way	
  it	
  does	
  happen.	
  	
  It	
  happens	
  through	
  regeneration.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  completely	
  a	
  work	
  
of	
  God.	
  	
  

1. New	
  birth	
  does	
  not	
  happen,	
  by	
  of	
  blood,	
  literally	
  “0f	
  bloods.”	
  Meaning	
  new	
  birth	
  or	
  spiritual	
  
birth	
  does	
  	
   not	
  come	
  about	
  as	
  the	
  result	
  of	
   the	
  mixing	
  of	
  bloodlines	
  of	
  mother	
  and	
   father.	
  	
  
New	
  birth	
  does	
  not	
  result	
  from	
  your	
  parentage.	
  	
  Being	
  in	
  the	
  blood	
  line	
  of	
  Abraham	
  does	
  not	
  
give	
  you	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  child	
  of	
  God	
  and	
  being	
  born	
  outside	
  the	
  line	
  of	
  Abraham	
  does	
  
not	
  exclude	
  you	
  from	
  that	
  right.

2. New	
  birth	
  does	
  not	
  happen	
  “by	
   the	
  will	
  of	
  the	
  flesh.”	
  	
  This	
  means	
  that	
  spiritual	
  birth	
   is	
  not	
  
the	
  result	
  of	
  human	
  will	
  or	
  a	
   human	
  decision.	
   	
  You	
   can’t	
  decide	
  to	
  make	
  yourself	
  be	
  born	
  
again	
  or	
  will	
  yourself	
  into	
  becoming	
  a	
  child	
  of	
  God.	
  	
  No	
  one	
  has	
  that	
  power.

3. New	
  birth	
  does	
  not	
  happen	
  by	
  “the	
  will	
  of	
  man”	
  or	
  by	
  the	
  “will	
  of	
  a	
  husband.”	
   	
  This	
  means	
  
no	
  one	
  else	
  can	
  make	
  this	
  happen	
  either.	
   	
  You	
  can’t	
  will 	
  yourself	
  into	
  new	
  birth	
  and	
  neither	
  
can	
  anyone	
  else.	
  	
  

New	
  birth	
  is	
  completely	
  an	
  act	
  of	
  God	
  apart	
  from	
  any	
  human	
  action.	
  	
  Regeneration	
  comes	
  about	
  
only	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  sovereign	
  will 	
  of	
  God.	
   	
  Our	
  part	
  is	
  to	
  believe	
  in	
  Jesus	
  and	
  God’s	
  part	
  is	
  to	
  
give	
  us	
  new	
  birth.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  mysterious,	
  supernatural 	
  work	
  of	
  God	
  through	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  His	
  Holy	
  
Spirit.

We	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  very	
  dark	
  world,	
  a	
  spiritually	
  dark	
  world.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  so	
  dark	
  that	
  the	
  very	
  God	
  who	
  created	
  this	
  
world	
   stepped	
  out	
  of	
   eternity	
   and	
   into	
  time	
  and	
  walked	
  among	
  His	
  own	
  chosen	
  people	
  and	
  they,	
  
who	
  were	
  expecting	
  Him,	
  did	
  not	
  recognize	
  Him.	
  	
  Some	
  did,	
  but	
  only	
  a	
  few.	
  	
  Yet	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  light	
  of	
  this	
  
world	
  and	
  HIs	
  light	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  overpowered	
  by	
  the	
  darkness	
  of	
  this	
  world.	
  	
  

Some	
  of	
  us	
   need	
   to	
   remember	
   that	
  we	
  God	
  might	
   be	
   using	
  us	
  to	
   prepare	
  the	
  way	
   for	
  others	
   to	
  
receive	
  Jesus.	
  	
  Like	
  John	
  we	
  are	
  called	
  to	
  help	
  prepare	
  people	
  to	
  receive	
  Jesus.	
  	
  This	
  takes	
  time	
  and	
  
we	
  must	
  be	
  patient.

The	
  natural	
  position	
  of	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  this	
  world	
  is	
  that	
  they	
  do	
  not	
  possess	
  an	
  intimate	
  relationship	
  
to	
  God.	
  	
  The	
  way	
  to	
  have	
  that	
  relationship	
  is	
  through	
  faith	
  in	
  Jesus.	
  	
  Our	
  responsibility	
  is	
  to	
  believe	
  in	
  
the	
  name	
  of	
  Jesus	
  and	
  when	
  we	
  do	
  that	
  then	
  God’s	
  sovereignly	
  grants	
  us	
  new	
  birth,	
  to	
  be	
  born	
  into	
  
the	
  family	
  of	
  God.	
  	
  

Jesus	
  came	
  as	
  a	
  wonderful 	
  Savior,	
  full	
  of	
  grace	
  and	
  truth.	
  	
  The	
  only	
  way	
  to	
  see	
  God	
  is	
  through	
  faith	
  in	
  
Him.	
  May	
  the	
  Lord	
  allow	
  us	
  to	
  see	
  His	
  glory	
  as	
  we	
  journey	
  through	
  this	
  gospel.
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